
Fish Identification Skills Scavenger Hunt
There are many ways to identify fishes! You can also learn a lot about a fish by the way it looks and by
its behavior. First, fill out the Background & Review Section, then read through all the clues and find the
fish with each characteristic somewhere within the Maui Ocean Center. Make a quick sketch, give a
brief description, and try to find out its name! There may be several correct choices for each clue!

Part I. Background & Review

1. Fish Markings Label the following markings on each fish



2. Fish Anatomy Label the fins on the fish

3. Definitions Define the following (draw a sketch if necessary):

Countershading Coloration:

Disruptive Coloration:

Advertising Coloration:

Mottled coloration:

Barbels:

Lunate:

Fusiform:



SHAPE Find a fish with….

…a round shape
Description:________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

Name?_____________________________________

…an oval shape
Description:________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

Name?_____________________________________

…a diamond shape
Description:________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

Name?_____________________________________

…a tubular shape
Description:________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

Name?_____________________________________

sketch your fish here

sketch your fish here

sketch your fish here

sketch your fish here



SHAPE Find a fish with….

…a vertical disc shape
Description:________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

Name?_____________________________________

…an elongated oval shape
Description:________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

Name?_____________________________________

…a flattened or horizontal disc shape
Description:________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

Name?_____________________________________

…a fusiform shape
Description:________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

Name?_____________________________________

sketch your fish here

sketch your fish here

sketch your fish here

sketch your fish here



COLORATION    Find a fish with….

…two or fewer colors
Description:________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

Name?_____________________________________

…five or more colors
Description:________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

Name?_____________________________________

…light colors only
Description:________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

Name?_____________________________________

…mottled coloration
Description:________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

Name?_____________________________________

sketch your fish here

sketch your fish here

sketch your fish here

sketch your fish here



COLORATION    Find a fish with….

…advertising coloration
Description:________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

Name?_____________________________________

…disruptive coloration
Description:________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

Name?_____________________________________

…camouflage coloration
Description:________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

Name?_____________________________________

…countershading coloration
Description:________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

Name?_____________________________________

sketch your fish here

sketch your fish here

sketch your fish here

sketch your fish here



MARKINGS       Find a fish with….

…bars
Description:________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

Name?_____________________________________

…bands
Description:________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

Name?_____________________________________

…stripes
Description:________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

Name?_____________________________________

…spots
Description:________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

Name?_____________________________________

sketch your fish here

sketch your fish here

sketch your fish here

sketch your fish here



MARKINGS       Find a fish with….

…lines
Description:________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

Name?_____________________________________

…speckles
Description:________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

Name?_____________________________________

…a blotch or blotches
Description:________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

Name?_____________________________________

…a false eye spot
Description:________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

Name?_____________________________________

sketch your fish here

sketch your fish here

sketch your fish here

sketch your fish here



MOUTH     Find a fish with….

…a large mouth
Description:________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

Name?_____________________________________

…a tiny mouth
Description:________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

Name?_____________________________________

…an upturned mouth
Description:________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

Name?_____________________________________

…a long skinny mouth
Description:________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

Name?_____________________________________

sketch your fish here

sketch your fish here

sketch your fish here

sketch your fish here



MOUTH     Find a fish with….

…a strong “beak”
Description:________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

Name?_____________________________________

… an elongated lower jaw
Description:________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

Name?_____________________________________

… an elongated upper jaw
Description:________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

Name?_____________________________________

…a mouth on the underside
Description:________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

Name?_____________________________________

sketch your fish here

sketch your fish here

sketch your fish here

sketch your fish here



TAIL         Find a fish with….

…a lunate tail
Description:________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

Name?_____________________________________

…a rounded tail
Description:________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

Name?_____________________________________

…a forked tail
Description:________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

Name?_____________________________________

…a flat-edged tail
Description:________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

Name?_____________________________________

sketch your fish here

sketch your fish here

sketch your fish here

sketch your fish here



UNIQUE FEATURES  Find a fish with….

…spines
Description:________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

Name?_____________________________________

…scalpels
Description:________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

Name?_____________________________________

…barbels
Description:________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

Name?_____________________________________

…extremely large eyes
Description:________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

Name?_____________________________________

sketch your fish here

sketch your fish here

sketch your fish here

sketch your fish here



BEHAVIOR & HABITAT     Find a fish that….

…swims with its pectoral fins
Description:________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

Name?_____________________________________

…swims with its dorsal and anal fins
Description:________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

Name?_____________________________________

…perches in one place on the reef
Description:________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

Name?_____________________________________

…lives in a hole or burrow in the sand
Description:________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

___________________________________________

Name?_____________________________________

sketch your fish here

sketch your fish here

sketch your fish here

sketch your fish here


